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OBITUARY
HONORARY PALLBEARERS
Members. Board of Deacons
Fellowship Baptist churchJosie Cotton Bessent, 83, of Norfolk. Virginia. formerly of Waynesboro.
Georgia passed away on March 8. 2003 at Sentara Bayside Hospital. She
was born to Moses and Alavan Shellman Coleman Cotton who parented
twenty-three children. The years between Mrs. Bessent's entrance on and
exit from life's stage were filled with love and activities for God, family and
friends ACTIVE PALLBEARERS
March 12. 2003
Men of Messiah
Mrs. Bessent and the late Oscar S. Bessent were joined in matrimony on
March 23. 1938. Four children were born to this union. one of whom did not
survive infancy. Mr. And Mrs. Bessent also parented two additional children.
As a youth, Mrs. Bessent joined Fellowship Baptist Church and worked
untiringly in several roles including chorister as well as founder and first
president of the missionary circle. She was also active in the Walker Baptist
Association Women's Convention where she served as matron for young
women. After moving to Norfolk, Virginia in 1985, Mrs. Bessent joined
Messiah Presbyterian Church where she was an ordained deacon and a
member of the chancel choir and Presbyterian Women.
March 15. 2003
shedrick B. Bessent Frank Smith
Milburn s. Bessent Alvin Jones
shedrick T. Byrd shawn cotton
/'
Mrs. Bessent attended Burke County Public Schools and completed courses
at the University of Georgia. She was self-employed on their farm and had
work experiences as a teacher, a nurse assistant. and as a child care staff
member for twenty years at the Augusta Youth Development Center.
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ushers
Committed to community enrichment and spiritual development. Mrs. Bessent
was very active and held numerous leadership positions in the following
organizations. Davisville Community Development Organization, Davisville
Benevolent Society. New Aurora #60 Chapter, Order of Eastern Star.
American Legion Auxiliary, and Brambleton Senior Citizens. For her untiring
service to the church and community. Mrs. Bessent received awards and
recognitions including selection as "Family of the Year ' by Lamar Carter
Consistory #321 in 1979 and several ribbons for Senior Olympics in the
1 990's
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Members. New Aurora #60, Order of Eastern star
Members, American Legion Auxiliary
Those left to cherish Mrs. Bessent's memory include: her children, William M.
Bessent (Loretha) of Goldsboro, NC. Helen B. Byrd (Shedrick) of Norfolk. VA,
and Oscar W. Bessent (Felicia) of Sacramento. CAI two proteges, Mary
Cotton Freeman of St. Albens, NY and Neil Tyrone McCloud (Faith) of
Norfolk, VAI her sisters. Rosa C. Harding of Philadelphia, PA and Lillian C.
Jones of St. Petersburg, FLI her brothers. Aaron Cotton of Springfield
Gardens, NY and Norris Cotton of St. Petersburg. FLI her sisters-in-Law,
Pauline Coleman of Monroeville. PA, Lucy Coleman of St. Petersburg. FL.
Theodoshia B. Jones (Lindsey) of Waynesboro, GA. and Hattie B. Carpenter
of Atlanta, GAI her brothers-in-Law. W.E. Bessent (Aliene) of Gough. GA and
Thomas Bessent (Elora) of Augusta. GA; seven grandchildren, two great
grand children as well as many cousins. nieces, nephews. and friends.
ACKNOWLEDGEMENT
The family of the late Josie Cotton Bessent expresses
thanks for the many acts of kindness. May God bless
each of you.
Services entrusted to
Metropolitan Funeral Service carter's Mortuary chapel
Norfolk. virginia waynesboro, Georgia
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Processional
The Hymn of Praise
Scripture
Psalm 90: 1-}0
Processional
The Hymn of Praise
The Prayer of Comfort
Choir and Congregation "Joyful, Jo).ful We Adore Thee"
Pastor Titus Beasley
T.K.B.B. Ministries, Oxon Hill, MD
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Rev. James Thomas, Pastor
Fellowship Baptist Church
Rev. F. F. Clark, Pastor
Portersville Baptist Church
Oscar W. Bessent
Helen B. Byrd
Shedrick B. Bessent
Spiritual
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Reflections
Messiah Church
Family
The Prayer of Thanksgiving
' '''''' '..««.."':':
emily . . . . . . . . . . ..
hurch . . . . . . - - - - .
iRS
Solo ....B.u VH
.Rev. T. D. Parham
Jonathan Harding
Alice Gresham Bullock
Neil T. McCloud
Elder Clorah Mathews
Elder David Greene
Trumpet l
"your Grace aad G
Song . . . . . . - - : - - - ' ' - - - - --'.
Goff/z//zfa/zs .r5./2-20
'::,« ;;
"ZF,r Ca/z .IZe/p Some
'ledgements. . . . . .
'Amazing Grace"
Reflections
C rch
Acknowl ts.
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Veronica C. Thomas
Barbara J. Williams
Monique B. Smith
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Scripture
Psalm 23
ICorinth  :1
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Selection .Choir
;'Because He Lines"
Eulogy Rev. William M. Bessent
Pastor, St. Luke Free Will Baptist Church
Lagrange, North Carolina
Chanced Choir
i ' Y r race un  lory"
Rev. William M. Bessent
Pastor, St. Luke Free Will Baptist Church
Lagrange, North Carolina
.The Apostle's Creed
(pg. 14 - Hymnal)
Congregation
Eulogy
Recessional
Committal Service
Portersville Baptist Clturclt
Middleground Road
H''aynesboro, Georgia
Affirmation of Faith
Recessional
" When WeAll Get To Heaven"

